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"The brutal transfer of power and the constellation of mysteries 
that surround it remain unresolved . " 



Deatey Plaza, Nov. 22, 1963 

The lew long limousine turns off Houston onto Elm 
at Oealey Plaza in what may be the single most im- 
portant piece of film of this century, it is the 
Abraham Zapruder color home movie of John Kennedy's 
assassination in Dallas, and the audience at "The 
Politics of Conspiracy Conventioe" at Boston Univer- 
sity is watching the clearest print ever shown to 
tiie public (Time-Life refuses to release the orig- 
inal, this is a bootleg). The limousine is traveling 
slowly, 12, maybe 14 miles an hour, as it passes the 
book Depository Building where Lee Harvey Oswald is 
supposed to have been perched in a sixth-floor corner 
window. The Uealey Plaza crowd is thinner than the 
throng that met the President in downtown Dallas-. 
Still, Kennedy waves in the bright sun. 

The Shooting of Pres. John F. Kennedy 

Shortly before the car passes behind a large 
traffic sign for Stemmons Highway that-will momentar- 
ily obscure Zapruder's view. Kennedy's head flicks 
quickly to his left and then back again, facing us. 
According to Robert Groden, New fork film specialist 
and Kennedy assassination researcher, this gesture, 
which occurs in about one-ninth of a second, or two 
frames, was cut out of the official copy of the Zap- 
ruder film sold to Time-Life shortly after the 
killing, excised perhaps by FBI or CIA represent- 
atives. Groden has restored the two frames. The 
sudden gesture’s meaning may be ambiguous, but the 
gesture itself is not. It looks as if Kennedy may 
have heard something to his left, or maybe he unex- 
pectedly recognized someone in the crowd. 

Bullets 

It might also be that he heard a warning. He 
resumes his waving and disappears behind the traffic 
sign. When he emerges a couple of seconds later, his 
head has begun to shrink down into his shoulders. He 
slowly brings both hands up to a position in front of 
his neck — it looks for just a second as if he is 
only about to straighten his tie. 



i 

In the back, Jackie inclines toward her husband 
and for a brief instant brings her head close to 
his, her right arm edging around him alunu the too 
ot the sea t . 

Explosion ot the Presklent’s Head 
in the Zapruder Film 

Then the right half of the top of the President’s 
head, explodes, recorded in a frame of the retired 
garment manufacturer's movie as a starburst of blood 
and brain matter. Few have seen this particular 
sequence either. A piece of his head rockets three 
feet in the air above the limousine. Kennedy is 
thrown slightly forward by the blast and then, almost 
immediately , appears to be hit again from the front 
- and is hurled violently back against the seat. Blood 
spills troin his head and splatters Jackie's dress. 

As Kennedy begins to topple to his left, toward his 
wife, the film clearly shows that the entire side of 
the President's head above the right ear has been 
blown away. 

Man With a Rifle 

As the limousine accelerates onto Stemmons en 
route to Parkland Hospital, Zapruder follows it with 
his camera. Unknown even to himself, as well as, os- 
tensibly, to the Warren Commission, Zapruder's lens 
captures perhaps the single most startling piece of 
evidence supporting the conspiracy theorv of John F. 
Kennedy's assassination. On the ac'ual film, it is 
no bigger than a pin prick, but with the help of a 
computer Robert Groden has blown up that portion of 
frame did to reveal iti the foreground, behind a re- 
taining wall on the grassy knoll that abuts Him - a 
man with short hair aiming a high-pnwerp.l rifle 3 i_ 
-the tatal spot the li mini sine h ps just, passed. Un- 
less ihis unidentified marksman just happened to 
wander off a shooting range and quite by accident 
point his gun at the Presidential limousine, the 
Warren Commissions finding that a man named Oswald 
acted alone is no more credible than Nixon's pro- 
fession of innocence in the Watergate affair. 



In fact, the first bullet has already hit him, 
either beneath the right shoulder blade or in the 
neck. He slumps in his seat. Governor Connally, 
at first unaware that the man sitting directly behind 
him has been shot, soon turns to look over his right 
shoulder, is suddenly hit himself, and falls into his 
wife's arms. 

Reprinted with permission from "The Boston Phoenix", Feb. 1 1, 1975, copyi 



The Umbrella Man 

The filmed evidence of an assassination conspiracy 
provided at the convention at Boston University is 
itself enough to alter radically the opinion of any- 
one who has blithely accepted the Warren Commission's 
conclusions. In addition to showing that Kennedy was 

unmista kably shot three times; that he was almost 
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certainly shot at least once from the front or si tie: 
that a man partially obscured by leaves in the fore- 
ground is aiming a rifle nf the Presidential route — 
the Zapruder film also shows the famous Umbrella Man. 
This figure stands in the foreground by the highway 
sign with an umbrella. It has not rained in Dallas 
since that morning and no one else appears to be 
carrying one. Just before the first shot, he opens 
his umbrella, which can be seen rotating slightly. 
After the last shot has been fired, he closes the 
umbrella and, while spectators are running in various 
directions, the Umbrella Man almost casually starts 
walking down the sidewalk. Was he signaling to 
mark sine nV 

Another of the many films and snapshots of tin* 
assassination, a movie taken by Orville Nix, shows a 
figure high*up on the grassy knoll behind a small 
barricade. Though considerably less distinct than 
the gunman in the Zapruder film, this figure appears 
to be sitting in a military firing position. 

Inability of FBI Expert Marksmen to Validate 
the Warren Commission's Theory 

Warren Commission investigators agreed that. 5.6 
seconds elapsed between the first and last shots, but. 
an FBI weapons specialist was unable to shoot with 
the type of rifle allegedly used by Oswald any faster 
than at 2.3 second intervals, which would allow for 
the absolute maximum three shots. To circumvent this 
discrepancy, the Commission subscribed to what, has 
become known as the "magic bullet" theory: one bullet 
passed through Kennedy, hit Connally, made a U-turn 
and hit Kennedy again. According to assassination 
expert Mark Lane, a motorcycle policeman escorting 
the Presidential limousine was quoted afterwards as 
saying he saw Kennedy hit. in the face, but he was 
never called before the Commission to testify. Me 
was just one of numerous key witnesses selectively 
ignored by the Commission. Perhaps the most crucial 
of these was Jack Ruby, who wanted Earl Warren and 
the Commission's counsel, Leon Jaworski, to take him 
to Washington where he felt he could saftMy testify; 
Ruby stated that his life was in danger in Dallas and 
that the truth would never be told if he remained 
there. The Commission refused to remove him to 
Washington and remained relatively indifferent to his 
claims. It left Ruby to die of cancer in Dallas and 
never gave him a chance to reveal his full story. 
(Ruby said of Warren: "A very nice man, but so 
naive.” ) 



saying publicly she would break the whole story in 
five days, using her exclusive interview with dark 
Ruby)? Who are tin t h r« «• "tramps” phut ngraphi d i n 
Dallas on November 22 while being "arrested" by Dal- 
las police? Do two of tin- tramps hear more that! a 
passing resemblance to !• . Howard Hunt and Frank 
Sturgis? And why does one of them look as though 
he’s wearing in his ear a hearing aid or small ft 
ceiver that ran also be seen in I lie car of mu of 
the pol icemen? 

Pressure to Reopen the Case 

I'.videnr.e of t It i s sort, research data and questions 
have been compiled over th« past II years by mnspir- 
acy theorists, many of whom appeared at the Politics 
of Conspiracy Convention. Tiny are applying pr«?;sur» 
to reopen the case that J. Edgar Hoover, on page MM) 
of volume five of flu Warren Commission report, said 
"will be continued in open classification for all 
lime." Vet FBI and CIA files crucial to the case are 
held secretly in the archives, to remain so until the 
year ZO.'y). Other relevant articles hav< disappear'd. 

The Confiscation by the Secret Service 
of the Autopsy Photographs 

The naval doctor J. J. Humes, who p« r formed Ken- 
nedy’s autopsy, stated to the Warren Commission that 
his X-rays and photographs were confiscated by th< 
Secret Service before they were develop'd and were 
never returned. 

The unanswered questions and unexamined evidence 
have prompted Representative Henry B. Gonzalez of 
Texas to prepare legislation calling for a full Con- 
gressional. investigation into the killings of Pres- 
ident Kennedy, his brother Robert, Martin Latin r 
King, Jr., and the attempted assassination of Grorge 
Wallace. 

Charach's Movie: "The Second Gun", 
on Robert Kennedy's Assassination 

At. the BU conference. West Coast broadcast jour- 
nalist Ted Chnrnch screened his documentary on Bobby 
Kennedy's assassination, entitled "The Second Gun", 
which cast substantial doubt on the lone-assassin 
theory of that killing. Wayne Chastain, the Memphis 
reporter who covered Martin Luther King, Jr. before 
his murder and has since investigated his murder, 
spoke about new evidence in that case. 



Why Was Nixon in Dallas the Night Before? 
and Other Questions 

Participants in the conference also raised a great 
many disquieting questions. What were Nixon and J. 
Edgar Hoover doing at the home of Dallas billionaire 
Clint Murchison the night of November 21, 1963? What 
was the role of Gerald Ford, one of the Warren Com- 
mission’s most outspoken advocates of the lone as- 
sassin theory, in the coverup? Why was a bullet mark 
on the sidewalk near the assassination site covered 
by police squad cars immediately after the event? 

What is the long object protruding from the first 
floor window of the Dallas Textile building (a loca- 
tion with a clear view of the back of Kennedy's head)? 
Why did a man on the fire escape two floors above 
that window suddenly drape himself over the railing 
during the shooting to look down? And why, asks Penn 
Jones, former editor of the Midlothian (Tex.) Mirror 
and a conspiracy researcher, have numerous key per- 
sons investigating the assassination mysteriously 
died before they were able to publicize their find- 
ings (among them Dorothy Kilgallen, who died of an 
"overdose of sleeping pills on top of alcohol after 



Solid Evidence vs. Not So Solid Evidence 

The theories aired ranged from incontrovertible ^ 
filmed evidence to certain undocumented, assertions 
by researchers like .vine Brusseli and Chicagoan Sher- 
man Skolnick. The latter claims to have found impaled 
on a shrub in the yard of "a little old lady" in Chi- 
cago an incriminating government document that had 
fluttered from the "sabotaged" plane carrying Dorothy 
Hunt that crashed near Midway Airport in December of 
1972. 

The Assassination Information Bureau 

By the conference's end. the Assassination Infor- 
mation Bureau was calling for nationwide action and 
handing out a petition calling on Congress to inves- 
tigate the JFK assassination. But caution in pre- 
senting the conspiracy evidence was encouraged by the 
AIB. 

The Assassination Information Bureau, the confer- 
ence's sponsor, comprises a small circle of friends, 
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all diligent conspi racy-wn I chers . The earliesi pub- 
lic presentation of the group was a slide-show in 
Cambridge about two years ago. Along with pictures 
ot Lee ilarvey Oswald, Jack ituhy and others who figure 
in conspiracy theories, a rough bootleg copy of the 
Zapruder film was shown. Hob Katz, whit assembled the 
slide-show, managed to get himself booked on the 
college lecture circuit in 19TU-7 I and became a veri- 
table conspi racy ci rcui t rider, his friends support- 
ing him and filling in when necessary, lie appeared 
almost exclusively at little-known state universities 
and colleges in the Midwest and West; he estimates 
that at least 'Jfi , OOO people have seen his show. 

During the quest ion-and-nnswer periods, he says, not 
a single person expressed doubts ahout. the existence 
of a murderous cabal. Many wondered if Katz worried 
for his ^personal safety. He does not. 

The AIB had planned on a conspiracy conference for 
over a year. As the Watergate inquiry proceeded and 
investigative news reports exposed Nixon's shady en- 
tourage and operations, the AIU believed that links 
between the assassinations and contemporary political 
skulduggery were implicitly being forged. They 
sought to make the connections explicit. The confer- 
ence was designed to provide a forum for every var- 
iety of conspiracy analyst; it was to join the vet- 
eran Dealey Plaza investigators to those tracing the 
threads of the Watergate nexus back to past occur- 
rences. 



Mark Lane's Report 

Mark Lane, author of Rus h to Judgment , the best- 
selling attack on the Warren Commission published in 
1%6, came to the conference as a prodigal conspiracy 
theorist returned to his original commitment. Since 
his entry into public life (and some notoriety) with 
Rush to Judgment . Lane has probed the war crimes com- 
mitted by U.5. forces in Vietnam and has served as 
a legal adviser to the Indian occupiers of Wounded 
Knee. Speaking before the crowd of about one thou- 
sand attending the first session of the conference. 

Lane recounted Earl Warren's public presentation of 
his Commission's completed report to President John- 
son. Johnson, awkwardly holding the thick volume, 
could think of nothing to say but, "It's very heavy”. 
"Inadvertently giving," Lane remarked, "the best 
short analysis ever of what happened in Dallas." He 
characterized Watergate as the "tip of the iceberg" 
and accused Gerald Ford of being "guilty today as an 
accessory after the fact in the murder of JFK." Ford, 
a member of the Warren Commission, wrote his only 
book, Portrait of the Assassin ,. on the subject of 
Lee Harvey Oswald's guilt. 

Other Speakers 

Other speakers, including Executive Action author 
Donald Freed, journalist Jeff Gerth, Dick Gregory, 
writer Peter Dale Scott, Mae Brussell and Sherman 
Skolnick covered a wide range of topic jith varying 
degrees of credibility. r— v , ex I"" “ a ” , 

— JL <sXnT©. qsl UhtoeRSTORWhir 1 

Smili&j Penn Jones is the dean of conspiracy 0 

analysts. On November 22, 1963, Jones was waiting at 
the Dallas Trade Mart for the President to arrive and 
address the throng. Two days afterward, Jones began 
working to uncover the conspiracy he felt was behind 
it. The newspaper he edited until his retirement last 
year, the Midlothian Mirror, has published, he says, 
more material on the subject than any other. Jones 
has interviewed hundreds of people and written a four- 
volume account of his investigations entitled Forgive 
My Grief . Jones, not a man of awesome height, intro- 
duced himself to the convention as "a Texan, but I'm a 
shorthorn." At 60 years of age, he views the increased 



inter#**! in the JKK murder ns n vindication, "f 
ilon’ t have time to wait." he says 

Carl Oglesby's Report 

While t h » • s I eii t h «; ,i i ini i <i| the curiosity and re- 
e« , jv , ’i| the rloj.e at tent inn <if corn f n I i mier i s , Carl 
Oglesby, a member of tip- A I It a ml former national 
president of S!)S, was giv*n on en f hu s i as f i r recep- 
tion. II i s two-hour speech to about 300 pn.ple in 
lerweaveil detail ami worldview, describing "the theft 
of popular sovereignty in Dallas” and interpreting it 
in terms of^ru I i ng class conflict. || ( - began with the 
June 23, 1**72 White ibuisf tape in which Nixon and 
I la 1 deman expressed fear of offending Howard Hunt and 
thereby reopeiii ng " i h« who!* Day of Pigs Thing.” 
Oglesby shifted smoothly to tin Civil War. the sup- 
pression of the f ortfedei ar.v and its subsequent re 
constitution as Cowboy en t roprmrti r i a I .capitalism, 
the vanguard of Manifest Destiny, linker! but hostile 
to the dominant Yankee monbpulv c.api * a 1 i s I s . lb pur 
sued, this antagonism through Dallas to Watergate and 
beyi/nil, employing moinplior ami history to ,|«pict th< 

• I i f f e r i ng sensibilities of the powe r elite compt t i - 
tors. He followed with a mi cro-ana ly s i s of arras 
such as Nixon’s early career an.) hi s’ Cuban connec- 
tion, which, Oglesby said, involved him in Meyer 
Lansky s interests. Implicating iht history and in- 
ternal conflict of the Howard llughi s empire, thr sig- 
nificance of t.he Clifford Irving case, and th< cen- 
tral role Hughes played in Watergate, Oglrsby. who 
amplifies his theme in his forthcoming honk. Yankees 
and Cowboys (Sheed ami Ward), suggested that perhaps 
he was straying too far into a thicket of facts and 
losing sight of his over-arching conception. Shouts 
came from the audience: "No! No! More! More!" 

There was a spontaneous burst of applause, (ft is 
impossible to convey the effect of his speech: it is 
enough to say that the Host on Clo_he reported it 
"spellbinding”.) Oglesby ended with a flourish, 
reading from Bernard Bailyn's Ideological Origins of 
the American Revolution . "I’m not sure that Bnilyn 
would approve," he said as he quoted colonists' pam- 
phlets decrying the trespasses of tyranny. He called 
the American revolutionists "us people two hundred 
years ago," invoking their authority and example in 
demanding the restoration of democracy today. Ogles- 
by was given a standing ovation. 

Showing the Zapruder Film to the 

Rockefeller Commission on the CIA 

As the convention ended, the AIB attempted to 
turn its momentum into political movement. It pre- 
sented a petition calling for a Congressional inves- 
tigation of the assassinations. Later that week Dick 
Gregory and Robert Groden showed thf computer blow-up 
print, of the Zapruder film to the Rockefeller com- 
mission investigating the CIA. Jack Nelson, the in- 
crack investigative reporter of the Los Angeles Times 
Times , called the AIB the day after the convention 
to tell them he had begun to look into the Wallace 
shooting. John Kjfner, the New York Times ’ corres- 
pondent covering the affair, assumed the stance of 
a sympathetic skeptic and asked Mark Lane, "Have you 
got any new evidence?" Lane replied, "What's wrong 
with the old evidence?" 

The Most Crucial Event in Recent American Politics 

The death of President Kennedy is no mere who- 
dunit; the murder was perhaps the crucial event in 
recent American politics. JFK's tentative moves to 
establish detente with the Soviet Union, draw back 
from Vietnam involvement, and stifle CIA covert ac- 
tivity were superseded after his killing by a less 

(please turn to page 31) 
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I'n vd’ pv'wet attvl tlu* svnsfollation ol im stories that sm- 
ivuitul it loutam tmtesolw'vl as Amoiioa approaches its Bi- 
ooiKoumal oUvCumi. • 1 



ANNOUNCEMENT 

A ijro.u fxirt ot tho deport mont 

The Profession of Information Engineer 
ond the Pursuit of Truth 
which Computers and People has published 
in the pust, 

will now he broken out and published as a 
separate monthly magazine 

PEOPLE AND THE 
PURSUIT OF TRUTH 

The first issue is May 1975. 

The basic subscription rate is $6.00 3 year 
for 12 issues. 

See the fuller announcement on 
the back cover. 
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